CHAPTER VIII
1561-1563
Knox's audiences with the queen - the greed of the nobles -
starving the Kirk - assaults on the Catholics - Mary appeals
to Knox - Parliament summoned - Mary refuses to recognise
the laws - the desertion of the Lords - Knox's protests to
Parliament - the quarrel with Lord James Stewart.
THE only accounts of the contests are those penned
by Knox in his History of the Reformation, a work
on which he was engaged at the time; but,
while he is not an unbiased historian, there is no
reason to doubt his accuracy on this occasion.
The queen was accompanied only by Lord James
Stewart when she gave Knox audience in Holy-
rood. It must have been irritating to her that
she should have to make overtures to this man
whom she detested, but, having made up her
mind to the necessity3 Mary had apparently no
suspicion that she would be unable to cajole him
into doing her will. Were not the Scotch nobles
being won round to her side, and could Knox, a
mere commoner, be proof against her striking
beauty and her great charm ? He was fifty-five,
but old a? well as young had been captured by her
spells, and in the pride of her youth she seemed to
believe that it was impossible for anyone to
resist her blandishments.
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